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Introduction  
 
As part of the Lifting the Lid campaign, Beating Bowel Cancer wants to help you to lift the lid on the 

care and services in your area.  We have collected information about the Cancer Drugs Fund and 

Cancer Patient Experience Survey for bowel cancer patients in your area for you to use, for example, 

by sharing it with your local health service or your MP to ask them what they will do to help lift the 

lid on bowel cancer in your area.  

The data used in this briefing are all publicly available.  If you would like further information on this 

briefing, including how you could use it to campaign locally, please contact Stuart Barber on 

stuart.barber@beatingbowelcancer.org or visit our website: www.beatingbowelcancer.org.   

About bowel cancer in your area 

 In England in 2011, there were 34,044 new diagnoses for bowel cancer 1 

 Of these, 10.2% (3,457) were diagnosed in the Yorkshire and the Humber: 2,015 of these cases 
were in men and 1,442 were in women 1 

 
Cancer Drugs Fund 
 
Since 2010, the Cancer Drugs Fund (CDF) has meant that cancer patients have been able to get some 
cancer medicines that their doctors think they need but would not otherwise be available through 
the NHS.  In 2013, the Government announced that the CDF would continue until 2016.  So far, more 
than 44,000 patients have benefitted from the fund, and it is estimated that more than 10,000 of 
these are bowel cancer patients2.  
 
There is a list of cancer treatments that can be accessed through the CDF, and four of these are for 
bowel cancer.  To find out more, you can access the full list here 
 

 Between April and December 2013, there were 13,910 approved applications for all treatments 
available through the Cancer Drugs Fund3 

 Of these, 3,742 were for bowel cancer treatments (Aflibercept, Bevacizumab and Cetuximab - 
however, no data is available yet for Panitumumab), making up just under a third of all 
notifications4 

 Based on these figures, there were an estimated 1,033 approved applications for bowel cancer 
drugs in the North of England which covers the Yorkshire and the Humber area 
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http://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/pe/cdf/
http://www.quality-health.co.uk/resources/surveys/national-cancer-experience-survey/2013-national-cancer-patient-exerience-survey/2013-national-cancer-patient-experience-survey-reports
mailto:stuart.barber@beatingbowelcancer.org
http://www.beatingbowelcancer.org/
http://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/ncdf-list-feb-14-fin.pdf


 Cancer Patient Experience  
 
Beating Bowel Cancer believes all patients should have a good experience of care and we have 
developed a patient service pledge to help the NHS achieve this.  The standards that all patients 
should expect include feeling informed about their cancer and treatment options and being able to 
be involved in and make their own decisions about their care.   
 
Below we have identified some of the key markers of this from the National Cancer Patient 
Experience survey, which show how your local NHS is doing on this.  You can also find about our 
Patient Service Pledge here.  
 
You can find more out about your local hospital results for the National Cancer Patient Experience 
survey here. 

1 National Audit Office, Cancer Registration Statistics, England 2011, 2013 
2 Hansard, 13 February 2014, col. 1109 
3 NHS England, Quarterly figures Report: April – January 2013/14, 2014 
4 NHS England, Quarterly figures Report: April – January 2013/14, 2014 
5 NHS England, National Cancer Patient Experience Survey, 2013, Q13 p36 
6 NHS England, National Cancer Patient Experience Survey, 2013,  Q21 p45 
7 NHS England, National Cancer Patient Experience Survey, 2013, Q16 p41 
8 NHS England, National Cancer Patient Experience Survey, 2013, Q1 p25 
9 NHS England, National Cancer Patient Experience Survey, 2013, Q68 p94 
10 NHS England, National Cancer Patient Experience Survey, 2013, Q17 p42 
11 NHS England, National Cancer Patient Experience Survey, 2013, Q15 p39 

 

                                                           

 

The experience of bowel cancer patients in  
Yorkshire and the Humber 

Were given choices 
about different types of 
treatment11 
 

Felt their views were definitely taken into account by 

the team when discussing treatment7 

Only 33% were offered a 

written assessment and care 

plan9 

Felt side effects of treatment 

were definitely explained in 

an understandable way10 

 

73% of bowel cancer patients 

completely understood the 

explanation of what was wrong 

with them5 

89% of patients were given 

the name of the CNS in 

charge of their care6 

75% saw a GP more than 
twice before being 
referred to hospital8 
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http://www.beatingbowelcancer.org/news/jan2013/launch-service-pledge-better-standards-care
http://www.quality-health.co.uk/resources/surveys/national-cancer-experience-survey/2013-national-cancer-patient-exerience-survey/2013-national-cancer-patient-experience-survey-reports

