April 24 2006
BOWEL CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

CHARITY WELCOMES LAST MINUTE REPRIEVE AS HEALTH MINISTER FINALLY RELEASES £10M FOR YEAR ONE OF NATIONAL BOWEL CANCER SCREENING 
Hilary Whittaker, Chief Executive of Beating Bowel Cancer, says;

“Today’s news really is a fitting finale to Bowel Cancer Awareness Month – and hopefully a ‘happy ending’ to the past few weeks of uncertainty and worry about the future of this long-awaited screening programme.
“We believe this national initiative has the potential to save hundreds of lives every year and were devastated at earlier suggestions that the programme might have become another casualty of the current NHS funding crisis.
“As a charity, we have campaigned tirelessly in an effort to see the Government finally commit to rolling out the screening programme across the country. We’re delighted – on behalf of our many patient supporters and their families – that bowel cancer is now being recognised as a major disease area and the fact that it can be “stopped in its tracks” if picked up in the early stages.
“We now hope that the once the roll-out begins, the Government will keep to its original pledge and release the full £37.5 million over three years to ensure that ever corner of the country is covered and every eligible person will be invited to take part in this lifesaving programme.”
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