NICE guidance – oxaliplatin (Eloxatin) and irinotecan (Campto) for advanced colorectal cancer

Information for patients
On August 24th 2005, NICE (National Institute for Clinical Excellent) published new guidelines on combination chemotherapy treatment that must be available to patients with advanced bowel cancer.

What are the new guidelines?

With immediate effect, patients with advanced colorectal cancer must be offered irinotecan and oxaliplatin,  within their licensed indications, as treatment options as follows:

· Eloxatin® (oxaliplatin) in combination with 5-FU/FA as first or second-line therapy

· Campto (irinotecan) in combination with 5-FU/FA as first-line therapy, or as monotherapy in second-line therapy

Who does this new guidance apply to?

100% of people diagnosed as having advanced bowel cancer.
Are there any exceptions?

As from 24th August 2005, patients would only not be given combination chemotherapy if their oncologist/clinician determines that they are not sufficiently fit for combination chemotherapy. This however is something that should be discussed between patient and clinician.

Why is this guidance important?

Advanced bowel cancer patients in England and Wales will now have the same opportunities as many patients across Europe and the USA, where combination chemotherapy is widely accepted as first-line treatment for colorectal cancer.

The combination of irinotecan or oxaliplatin with 5-FU/FA in first-line therapy is significantly more effective in terms of than 5-FU/FA alone and can improve the outcome for patients considerably

Patients should be aware that there is more toxicity with combination chemotherapy, and should therefore discuss side-effects with their oncologist.
Full details of oxaliplatin and irinotecan are included in our booklet ‘Treating Bowel Cancer: Your Choices’, which also outlines some of the more common side effects. Tel: 020 8892 5256 for a free copy.
