March 20 2006

RESPONSE FROM NATIONAL CHARITY, BEATING BOWEL CANCER, TO RECENT REPORTS SUGGESTING THE FUTURE OF THE NATIONAL SCREENING PROGRAMME SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 2006 COULD BE UNDER THREAT
Hilary Whittaker, Chief Executive Beating Bowel Cancer, says;
“Officially, there is less than a fortnight to go until the long-awaited launch date of the National Screening Programme for Bowel Cancer. Yet, unofficially, we are currently under the impression that this vital initiative is likely to be delayed, rolled-out on a significantly smaller scale or at worse, ‘cancelled until further notice’.

“Last year we were told that £37.5m had been secured to start this life-saving screening programme and, after a very successful pilot scheme, would be introduced nationally by April.
“A screening programme of this scale (targeting 2 million people aged between 60-69) could reduce mortality by 15% - and, as the second biggest cause of cancer death in the UK claiming around 17,000 lives, we are now determined that there should be no further delay. 

“So why is the Government still ‘keeping us in the dark’? The countdown to ‘roll-out’ day is on but as far as we know, budgets have not yet been finalised and the testing kits not even produced.
“This is simply not good enough and we - both as a campaigning charity and on behalf of our patients and supporters - are demanding answers, now.

“We were promised a screening programme and we will fight until we have a screening programme in operation across the country. Bowel cancer is one of the most curable cancers, if caught early and we are appalled that this initiative could fall victim to the current cash crisis in the NHS.

“Beating Bowel Cancer is urging the Government not to renege on its pledge and to at least let us know what the future holds for this much hailed project. Time is ticking by and we sincerely hope that no-one is going to be left looking foolish over this important issue on April 1st 2006.”
